
June 2, 2015 Daily Report 

(Presenting June 1 Progress and Plans Forward) 

Refugio Incident 

This daily report addresses elements listed in the Order for Removal, Mitigation or Prevention of a 

Substantial Threat of Oil Discharge. The elements include descriptions of 1) significant developments, 2) 

work performed, 3) analytical data received, 4) treatment and disposal information, 5) schedule of work, 

and 6) anticipated problems and planned resolutions. The following attachments contain detailed 

information pertaining to each listed element: 

Executive Summary (describing prior day, June 1) 

o Significant Developments 

o Work Performed 

o Disposallnformation 

CTEH Summary of Environmental Sampling Efforts (June 1) 

o Analytical Data Received to Date 

Summary of Anticipated Problems and Resolutions (June 2) 

o Anticipated problems and planned resolutions 

Incident Action Plan (Effective June 1 06:00- June 3 06:59) 

o Schedule of Work to be Performed (Form 204) 



Incident Command Post Santa Barbara 
Refugio Oil Spill 

Unified In All Missions 
Status as of: 

01 Jun 2015 I 2000 

Executive Summary 

The ICP is currently overseeing operations in Santa Barbara and Ventura County from Gaviota to Point 
Mugu, 80 miles of shoreline, 30 miles of offshore and inland where the response originated. Staging 
Areas are located at Refugio State Beach, El Capitan East and El Capitan West. Plains All American 
estimates that the maximum potential release is 101,000 gallons spilled. 

Tar ball sightings have been observed on Ventura, Los Angeles, and Orange County beaches. A separate 
Incident Command Post was established in the South Bay of Los Angeles and Orange Counties to 
respond to the pollution. The ICP for the Refugio Incident is responding to the Ventura County sightings. 
Furthermore, Ventura County activated their EOC and has placed a Liaison in the Refugio Incident ICP to 
help coordinate activities. The Naval Base Ventura County has also provided a liaison to the ICP due to 
impacts to Point Mugu. Samples have been collected at all tar ball sites and will be fingerprinted to 

determine if there is any correlation to the Refugio Beach Incident. 

Current Impacts 

• The majority of oiling is located on beaches, cobble, riprap, and on rock faces between Arroyo 
Hondo and El Capitan Beach. Light oiling has been discovered as far as Point Mugu (east) and 2 
miles west of Arroyo Hondo (west). These areas have been targeted for manual removal as needed. 

• Winds and currents have spread offshore and the leading edge eastward. Oil escaping the near 

shore zone is being collected by oil recovery vessels. 

• Oiled areas onshore threaten sensitive and endangered species habitat areas. 

Potential Impacts 

• As free-floating oil progressed east, Coal Oil Point, Haskell Beach, Bacara (a 5 star resort) and Goleta 
Beach were oiled, however it has yet to be verified whether light oiling is from natural seepage or 
the current discharge. Coal Oil Point is a sensitive habitat for Plovers; Goleta Beach is a popular 
swimming and water sports location. 

• All sensitive areas have been boomed off down to Devereaux slough which has a natural berm for 

exclusion. 
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Response Efforts 

• Onshore: 

• Using hand tools, workers removed oiled soil near the culvert on the southwest side of the 

railroad tracks. 

• Work on the new section of pipeline continued with weld X-Ray, weld sand blast, and coating 
completed. 

• Work continues on cleaning the culvert area. Lane closures are expected to continue 
through Friday, 5 June, from 0900 to 1500. However, a major biking event that is also 
scheduled for Friday, 5 June, may impact operations. (more detail under the external affairs 
section of this summary) 

• Shoreline: 

• Work crews continue clean up at work sites from Gaviota Creek, Santa Barbara County, to 

Hollywood Beach, Ventura County. 

• 4,580 feet of hard and sorbent boom are being sustained to protect 12 sites that have been 

identified in the ACP as sensitive. 

• Refugio and El Capitan state beaches are closed until18 June, or until further notice at the 

discretion of the State Park. 

• On Water: 

• Oil recovery vessels conducted offshore skimming of free floating oil. 

• The assigned 13 vessels and 1 barge continued booming (with both hard and sorbent boom) 

and skimming operations. 84 gallons of oily water mixture was collected today bringing the 

cumulative total to 11,999 gallons. 

• The on water recovery group continues to sustain 6000 ft of hard and sorbent boom. 

• Oil was observed from scheduled NOAA over flights. This area is prone to natural oil seepage 

and the environmental unit is assessing possible sources and distinction of natural seepage 

versus oil spilled from this response. In an abundance of caution, skimming operations 

continue to occur on suspected natural seeps to help minimize potential impact to ongoing 

shoreline cleanup activities. 

• The temporary safety zone remains in place for 6 NM of shoreline from Tajiguas creek to and 

including El Capitan Beach, extending out 500 yards from the shoreline. In addition, a 100 

yard radius temporary safety zone remains in place around all vessels engaged in the 

recovery operations. 

• A 23 mile by 7 mile area offshore has been closed to fishing. CA Fish and Wildlife P/B 

Swordfish remains on scene to enforce fishery closure. 
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• A 1000 foot temporary flight restriction within a 5 mile radius of Refugio Beach remains in 

effect until June 6th 2015. An internal incident flight restriction remains in effect within :h 

mile or an altitude of 500ft in the vicinity of Coal Oil Point to protect Snowy Plover habitat. 

Impact Measurements 

Date 

1 Jun-15 

Cumulative 
Total 

Material 

TOTAL Birds TOTAL Mammals 

Date Date 
Live Dead Totals Live Dead Totals 

5 30 35 2 13 15 

57 80 137 38 45 83 

Waste Management 

Estimated Cumulative 
Total Removed 

(cubic yards) 

*Numbers reflect utilization of waste management coordinator 

External Affairs 

Total Total 

Oiled Surveyed 

• Developed draft plan for community business leader roundtable discussion to discuss economic 

impacts from the spill. Determination was made that RP and county partners were best suited to 

carry plan forward. Unified Command has passed along plan to RP community relation's team for 

further action. 

• Unified Command representatives met with Chris Carrington with the AIDS LifeCycle Ride to end 

AIDS to discuss Friday's scheduled ride through the Refugio Incident response area along U.S. 101 

South. The ride will pass through approximately three miles of affected area along highway 101. 
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Currently, only the event organizers have a permit to allow shoulder closure in areas where heavy 

equipment and roll-off containers are currently located. 

• Four proposed courses of action were developed for both parties to present to their respective 

chains of command. COAs include: 

• COAl: Suspend cleanup operations to allow for ride to take place unimpeded. 

• COA2: Leave cleanup equipment in place and close one southbound traffic lane of U.S. 101 

for approximately three miles for cyclists to use through the area, this option is least 

preferred however due to increased risk to riders and significant traffic impacts to limited 

transportation corridor. 

• COA3: Arrange for transport of riders and bicycles, to include vehicles and manpower, from 

Ryon Memorial Park in Lampoc, CA to Girsh Park in Goleta, CA. 

• COA4: Pre-stage roll-off bins and equipment off the pavement along U.S. 101 and suspend 

heavy equipment operations until after 3 p.m. to allow riders to travel through the area along 

the highway's shoulder without risk of injury from response equipment and operations. This 

is the preferred option and will be further developed with Operations to determine 

feasibility. 

Tribal and Elected Officials 

• Santa Ynez Tribe elders will visit the ICP on Wednesday, 3 June. 

• Chumash tribal members continue to be involved I consulted with response providing cultural and 

archeological guidance and oversight as needed. 

• Government Affairs Officer will attend the Ventura County Board of Supervisors (county OEM) 

meeting regarding oiling on Ventura County beaches. 

• Senator Feinstein's staffer, Molly O'Brien will visit on Tuesday, 2 June. 

• TheCA State Deputy Attorney General, Mr. Brett Morris is expected to visit on Tuesday or 

Wednesday. 

• Congresswomen Capps will visit the ICP and conduct a site visit or overflight on Friday, 5 June. 

Personnel Involved 

• 1063 workers are engaged in Field Operations. 

• 139 personnel are assigned to the ICP. 
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Refugio Incident 

Summary of CTEH® Environmental Sampling Efforts 

June 1, 2015 

As part of response efforts, CTEH® began collecting product and environmental samples, i.e., water and/or 

sediment, on May 20, 2015. This environmental sampling has been conducted under a Unified Command

approved sampling plan. This report contains environmental sampling efforts completed to date by CTEH® in 

support of Refugio Incident response efforts. Table 1, below, provides a sample count for each type of 

environmental media collected by CTEH®. Table 2 provides a summary of TPH1 data reported in water samples to 

date. Maps of environmental sampling locations are provided as attachments. 

~A;eilia 

Water 

Sediment 

Soil 

Table 1: Environmental Preliminary Sample Summary 

05/20/2015- 05/31/2015 

lllalria 

Surface Water 

Water Column 

Culvert/Flush Water 

Beach Sediment2 

Ocean Sediment3 

Backfill Soil 

Petroleum Product/Tar Ball Sample 
2 Beach sed1ment samples are collected from both the mtert1dal zone and on dry sand above the mtert1dal zone. 
3 Ocean sediment samples were collected at the same location as the water column samples. 

D001-S 
Water 

0001-M 
Column 

0001-D 

SW01 

SW02 

SW03 

SW04 

Surface SW05 

Water SW09 

SW10 

SW11 

SW12 

SW13 

Table 2: TPHl Preliminary Data Summary4 

05/20/2015- 05/31/2015 

5/27/2015 0.179 5/29/2015 

5/22/2015 0.1 5/29/2015 

5/28/2015 0.188 5/29/2015 

5/26/2015 11.9 5/29/2015 

5/21/2015 697.111 5/28/2015 

5/26/2015 4.9 5/29/2015 

5/21/2015 5.5 5/29/2015 

5/25/2015 21.9 5/29/2015 

5/25/2015 1.2 5/29/2015 

5/21/2015 1.89 5/21/2015 

5/22/2015 1.96 5/29/2015 

5/29/2015 0.09 5/29/2015 

5/28/2015 0.57 5/29/2015 

lam11e 1:&1111111 

90 

32 

2 

18 

9 

6 

31 

ND 

ND 

ND 

4.3 

0.091 

ND 

ND 

0.057 

0.267 

1.89 

0.072 

0.09 

0.086 
4 The data presented within the table is considered preliminary and has not completed the complete QA/QC process. 

1 For the purposes of this report, TPH represents a summation ofTPH-Oil Range Organics (ORO), TPH-Diesel Range Organics (DRO), and 
TPH-Gasoline Range Organics (GRO). 



Incident Location 

Water Column Sampling Location 



Incident Location 

Ocean Sediment Sampling 



Summary of Anticipated Problems and Resolutions 

Refugio Incident 

June 2, 2015 

Anticipated Problems Planned Resolutions 

~ 

Safety related issues due to weather or tidal 
~ 

Plan work accordingly while working with ·~ ·~ 

cycles. safety and NOAA to coordinate all response 

activities to be complete according to Site 

Safety Plan and opportune tidal times. 

~ 

Permitting with the county and other 
~ 

Work with county and local officials in the ICP ·~ ·~ 

authorities. to coordinate all required permitting so all 

permits are completed prior to work 

commencing. 

~ 

Cultural considerations. 
~ 

Continue to work with cultural monitoring ·~ ·~ 

specialist to ensure we have resources 

available to monitor all response activities in 
cultural sensitive areas. 

~ 

Safety related issues referring to highway 
~ 

Look into proper signage referring to trucks ·~ ·~ 

traffic on 101 near Refugio Staging and Section entering highway at both locations, or possible 

1 entrance and exit. traffic control. 




































































































































